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Poland and worldwide HCV prevalence

PGE-HCV 2011 NIZP-PZH 2012 NIZP-PZH 2017

Sample size 26 057 4 822 22 659 

HCV-RNA (+) 0,60% 0,60% 0,52%

Population infected 189 192 189 192 163 967

Estimated current
HCV RNA+ in Poland

0.35% ≈ 130 000



http://wwwold.pzh.gov.pl

Number of reported HCV cases in Poland, 1998-2024
National Institute of Public Health – National Institute of Hygiene or NIPH–NIH
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* Estiamtions from 2024 based on 2582 reported cases untill 30 sep 2024. 



Zakrzewska K i wsp. Przegl Epidemiol 2020;74(2): 209-222 

Circumstances of HCV infection 
diagnosis in 2018 by age group.



Scoring for achieving 
HCV elimination?

Flisiak R, i in. Clin Exp Hepatol 2020; 6: 1-8
Flisiak R, i in., Liver International. 2021;41(Suppl. 1):56–60.
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Availability of anti-HCV testing in Poland 

• Primary health care „budget entrusted” (limited numbers).

• Specialized clinics and hospital departments (depending on physicians 
judgement).

• Consultation and Diagnostic Points (offered together with HIV testing).

• Private networks of diagnostic laboratories dependent on sponsorship by 
pharmaceutical companies.

• Local testing campaigns supported by local governments and non-
governmental organizations. 

• Blood donation centers.

We do not have a national HCV screening program



Aktualnie istnieje 
możliwość kierowania 
przez lekarzy 
rodzinnych pacjentów 
na bezpłatne badania 
w kierunku HCV w 
ramach 
sponsorowanej przez 
AbbVie akcji 
skreeningowej 
realizowanej w całej 
Polsce.

Primary health care „budget entrusted” – covered by the National Health Fund
Anti-HCV free testing available from 1 july 2022 in any family doctor's office

https://dziennikustaw.gov.pl/DU/2022/1293

Badania przewidziane w ramach budżetu powierzonego

Badania biochemiczne i immunochemiczne: 
1) ferrytyna; 
2) witamina B12; 
3) kwas foliowy; 
4) anty–CCP;
5) CRP - szybki test ilościowy (populacja do końca 6 r.ż.); 
6) przeciwciała anty-HCV 

Badania kału:
1) antygen H. pylori w kale. 

Badania mikrobiologiczne: 
1) Strep-test

Main limitations:
• necessity to sign a contract with the National Health Fund,
• necessity to sign a contract with a laboratory,
• inability to use rapid cassette tests,
• financially limited number of tests performed in one clinic,
• prohibition of use as a screening test

https://dziennikustaw.gov.pl/DU/2022/1293
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Monthly number of anti-HCV tests within the entrusted budget,
from July 2022 to November 2023

17 months = 83 218 osób

annually
6923 x12=83076
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Estimated screening needs to achieve the WHO 2030 target

• WHO target achievable provided 14 thousand patients treated per year
• which means 3.5 million tested per year
• 400 tests per one family doctor’s office annualy = 1-2 test daily
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1. Since the beginning of testing for HCV in Consultation 
and Diagnostic Points, i.e. from mid-September 2022, 
a total of 40,014 tests for HCV have been performed, 
including 267 positive results of screening tests 
(0.67%).

2. Among 40,014 tests, 4,123 tests for hepatitis C were 
performed in foreigners (10.3%), 56 (1.36%) were 
positive. 

3. In 2023, among 24,156 clients of Polish nationality 
tested for HCV, there were 143 positive results 
(0.59%).

Testing for anti-HCV at Consultation and Diagnostic Points
free of charge and anonymous

0,67% 0,59%
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anti-HCV positive



• Testing was performed using whole blood samples during the 
different actions sponsored by „pharma”, using rapid anti-HCV tests.

• Of the 753 (23%) people with anti-HCV detected in laboratories, 502 
underwent HCV RNA testing, which showed that 203 (40%) had 
detectable HCV RNA.

Piekarska A, i in. Clin Exp HEPATOL 2020; 6, 2: 74-76. 

Recommendations from the study:
• Testing should be focused on places where the highest incidence 

of anti-HCV antibodies has been observed:
• In hospitals - at the time of patient admission
• in diagnostic laboratories that may offer anti-HCV testing to 

people who perform other laboratory tests
• in private medical centers
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Liczba wykonanych testów anty-HCV+

Anti-HCV testing and % positivity in the „pharma” program
in 2020-2022 period (COVID-19)

5 096 / 554 996 = 0,92%

Source: AbbVie data base, 12-05-2023



Ministerstwo sprawiedliwości. Centralny Zarząd Służby Więziennej. 

The reality of HCV testing in prisons in Poland
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• Target population of approximately 1.8 mln people born between 1945 and 1994 (total 2.8 mln).
• From 5/05/2022 to 31/10/2023, 1 mln people (58%) of this population were tested for anti-HCV.
• Positive anti-HCV results were detected in 12,623 (1.2%) people; viremia 7,321 (58%).
• During the 18-month period, 4,068 (56%) patients were treated with DAA.
• By the end of 2024, anti-HCV testing is expected to be performed in 80% of the target population 

and treatment for 80% of people with HCV RNA and cure of all infected by 2030.

Lithuanian experience
Tested population [%]

Petkevičienė J et al. BMC Public Health (2024) 24:1055;
Kupcinskas L et al. ILC EASL (2024): WED-474

Anti-HCV+ [%]
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Conclusions

1. We have the willingness among doctors, scientists and 
different organizations.

2. We have epidemiological data.

3. We have effective therapeutic methods.

4. We have ready projects.

5. We have good examples to follow.

We do not have the understanding and will among 
politicians for the need for HCV screening.
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